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D u r i n g t h e 2 0 2 3 2 4 a c a d e m i c y e a r , w e c o n t i n u e d t o m a k e s i g n i f i c a n t 
s t r i d e s t o w a r d o u r s u s t a i n a b i l i t y a n d c l i m a t e a c t i o n g o a l s . F r o m 
B a r n a r d s p l e d g e t o a t t a i n n e t z e r o e m i s s i o n s b y 2 0 4 0 t o t h e e v e r 
w i d e r e n a c t m e n t o f s t r a t e g i e s t o c u t w a s t e , r e d u c e o u r c a r b o n 
f o o t p r i n t , a n d e x p a n d o u r a c a d e m i c o f f e r i n g s , B a r n a r d i s w o r k i n g t o 
c r e a t e a m o r e s u s t a i n a b l e c a m p u s , a n e q u i t a b l e N e w Y o r k , a n d a 
t h r i v i n g f u t u r e . 

A m o n g t h e h i g h l i g h t s , B a r n a r d r e c e i v e d a g o l d r a t i n g o n t h e A A S H E 
S T A R S r e p o r t , a t r a n s p a r e n t f r a m e w o r k u s e d b y c o l l e g e s a n d 
u n i v e r s i t i e s a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y t o r a t e s u s t a i n a b i l i t y p e r f o r m a n c e . 
S i n c e o u r f i r s t s u b m i s s i o n i n 2 0 2 0 , f o r w h i c h w e r e c e i v e d a s i l v e r 
r a t i n g , B a r n a r d n o t c h e d s e v e r a l p o i n t s o f d i s t i n c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g : 

A Y 2 1 B a r n a r d h o s t e d a C l i m a t e a n d S u s t a i n a b i l i t y C a m p u s 
C o n v e r s a t i o n S e r i e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e f i r s t C l i m a t e t h e m e d C i t i z e n s 
A s s e m b l y i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . W e b u i l t o n t h i s l e a d e r s h i p i n 2 0 2 3 
b y c o l l a b o r a t i n g w i t h c o l l e a g u e s f r o m a c r o s s N e w Y o r k t o h o s t t h e 
B a r d C o l l e g e D e m o c r a c y I n n o v a t i o n W o r k s h o p : C i t i z e n s A s s e m b l i e s 
a n d B e y o n d . 

A Y 2 2 B a r n a r d w o r k e d w i t h E n e r g y S t r a t e g i e s t o d e v e l o p a n 
i n n o v a t i v e C o m p r e h e n s i v e S c o p e 3 e m i s s i o n s m e a s u r e m e n t t o o l . 
C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y i s n o w u s i n g a s i m i l a r a p p r o a c h . 

A Y 2 3 I n M a r c h o f 2 0 2 3 , B a r n a r d C o l l e g e c o l l a b o r a t e d w i t h 
M a n h a t t a n B o r o u g h P r e s i d e n t M a r k L e v i n e a n d t h e C o l u m b i a 
C l i m a t e S c h o o l t o c e l e b r a t e t h e f i r s t N Y C C i r c u l a r i t y D a y . T h e d a y 
r e c o g n i z e d l o c a l c i r c u l a r i t y c h a m p i o n s a n d l a u n c h e d n e w i n i t i a t i v e s 
t o s u p p o r t s m a l l b u s i n e s s e s , c o m m u n i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s , a n d s c h o o l s . 

O u r 2 0 2 3 g o l d r a t i n g a l s o r e s t s o n o u r s t e a d y w o r k t o r e d u c e 
e m i s s i o n s f r o m o u r b u i l d i n g s a n d e l e c t r i c i t y . W e r e c e i v e d 5 . 6 5 
S T A R S p o i n t s o u t o f 6 f o r B u i l d i n g E n e r g y E f f i c i e n c y , a n d c o n t i n u e 
t o s o u r c e 1 6 % o f o u r e l e c t r i c i t y f r o m N Y S h y d r o p o w e r , a n d o f f s e t 
t h e r e m a i n d e r w h i l e w e a c t i v e l y p u r s u e a d d i t i o n a l s o u r c e s o f 
r e n e w a b l e p o w e r . T h e s e e f f o r t s a l i g n w i t h o u r e f f o r t s i n a c a d e m i c s , 
d i n i n g , g r o u n d s , a n d m o r e . 

W e a r e p o i s e d t o b r i n g o u r s u s t a i n a b i l i t y p r a c t i c e t o e v e n h i g h e r 
l e v e l s . 

W e l o o k f o r w a r d t o w o r k i n g t o m e e t P r e s i d e n t L a u r a R o s e n b u r y s 
s t a t e d t a r g e t o f 2 0 4 0 f o r n e t z e r o e m i s s i o n s a c r i t i c a l s t e p t h a t 
w i l l p r o v i d e a n o r t h s t a r f o r o u r e f f o r t s m o v i n g f o r w a r d . 

S i n c e r e l y , 
S a n d r a G o l d m a r k 20
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CLIMATE ACTION 2023-2024: BY THE NUMBERS 

ACADEMICS 

DEGREES 

6 
SUSTAINABILITY-

RELATED DEGREES 

PEDAGOGICAL SUPPORT 

4 
CEP WORKSHOPS WITH 84 
PARTICIPANTS, 2020-2023 
1 TEACHING SYMPOSIUM 

COURSES 

71% 
OF DEPARTMENTS 

OFFER SUSTAINABILITY 
CONTENT 

CAMPUS CULTURE & OPERATIONS 

PATHWAY TO 
NET ZERO 

65% 
REDUCTION IN 

SCOPE 1 & 2 GHG 
EMISSIONS PER 

CAPITA IN 2019 FROM 
2005 LEVELS 

92% 
OF FACULTY AND 
STAFF REPORTED 

THEY COMMUTE TO 
WORK SUSTAINABLY IN 

FY23 

FOOD CIRCULAR CAMPUS 

44% 
OF FOOD/BEVERAGE 
EXPENDITURES ON 

PLANT-BASED FOODS 
IN FY 2022 

70 
TOTAL HOURS OF 

PEER TO PEER 
STUDENT WASTE 

SORTING EDUCATION 

125 
DORM KITS 

DISTRIBUTED TO 
ACCESS BARNARD 

STUDENTS 

83% 
OF CLEANING AND 

JANITORIAL 
SUPPLIES ARE 

CERTIFIED 
SUSTAINABLE IN 2022 

F INANCE & GOVERNANCE 

AASHE STARS 

GOLD 
RATING 

NET 
ZERO 

BY 2040 

CLIMATE ACTION 
COMMITTEE 
5 FACULTY 
10 STAFF 

2 STUDENTS 
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Our grow ing c l ima te cu r r i cu lum power fu l l y a l i gns wi th our commi tmen t t o deve lop ing 
t he nex t genera t i on o f sus ta inab i l i t y l eaders . 71% o f our depar tmen ts o f fe r research 
and scho la rsh ip i n c l ima te and sus ta inab i l i t y re la ted t op i cs . 

I n add i t i on t o expand ing t he cu r r i cu lum, our f acu l t y members have co l l abo ra ted on 
break th rough research . 

Mar ia Rive ra Mau lucc i , Hi la ry Ca l lahan , and Stephan ie Pf i rman pub l i shed 
“T rans fo rm ing Educa t ion f o r Sus ta inab i l i t y , ” wi th chap te rs by numerous Barnard 
f acu l t y and s ta f f . 

L inn Mehta , Nathan Gore l i ck , and Ross Hami l ton rece ived a DEI FIT gran t t o 
enhance t he i r Env i ronmen ta l Human i t i es course “S low ing Vio lence : Human is t i c 
Approaches t o Cl ima te Change . ” 

Mel i ssa Wr igh t , Alex Pi t tman , Sandra Goldmark , and Laur ie Pos t lewa igh t ’ s ar t i c l e 
“Lead ing f r om Wi th in : Cl ima te Co Teach ing a t Barnard Co l lege ' ' wi l l be pub l i shed 
by New Di rec t i ons i n Teach ing and Learn ing . 

Barnard co hos ted t he “Eve ryone Can Teach Cl ima te ” sympos ium wi th t he 
Co lumb ia Cl ima te Schoo l . 

An express ion o f our ever grow ing c l ima te f ocused academic o f fe r i ngs , I n 2023 , 
Barnard par tne red wi th t he Cl ima te Schoo l and t he Co lumb ia Reg is t ra r t o add a 
“Sus ta inab i l i t y ” t ag t o each course i n t he ca ta log . Soon , t h i s wi l l enab le s tuden ts t o 
search t he t housands o f courses i n t he en t i re ca ta log , and peruse t he 2 ,000+ 
courses t ha t have a l ready been t agged . Barnard ’ s ear l y work coun t ing courses by 
hand l a i d t he c r i t i ca l groundwork f o r t h i s majo r s tep f o rward wi th our Co lumb ia 
Un ive rs i t y co l l eagues . 

146
SUSTAINABIL ITY COURSES 

OFFERED IN 30 DEPARTMENTS 
IN 2023-2024 

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-13536-1


COURSE HIGHLIGHTS 

Here i s a se lec t i on o f Barnard ’ s f acu l t y c l ima te and sus ta inab i l i t y -
re la ted t op i cs i n a wide range o f d isc ip l i nes : 

CITY, LANDSCAPE, ECOLOGY 
Ralph Ghoche 
A thematic course exploring landscape, land settlement, and ecology of the past 
two centuries, Ghoche’s course examines changing attitudes toward nature from 
the 18th century to today, highlighting the crucial role of artists and architects in 
revealing environmental degradation and solutions to human impact on the 
environment. 

URBAN ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE: GENDER, RACE, CLASS AND THE 
ENVIRONMENT 
Jenna Davis 
This course explores urban environmental inequalities, examining why some see 
health and others see harm in the environment. Through case studies, students 
analyze social, political, and economic factors, and discuss racism's role and global 
racial justice movements in environmental exploitation. 

ECOLOGY, EVOLUTION, AND ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY 
Hilary Callahan 
Callahan’s course serves as an introduction to evolutionary ecology, covering 
topics such as life history strategies, population growth, competition, predator-prey 
interactions, population regulation, species diversity, community organization, and 
biogeography. Lectures integrate theory with empirical studies. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN: ENVIRONMENTS AND MEDIATIONS 
Ignacio G. Galán 
This architectural design studio course explores modes of visualization, 
technologies of mediation and environmental transformations. These explorations 
will be used as catalysts for architectural analysis and design experimentation. 

RESEARCH HIGHLIGHT 
The Barnard Design Center is working with Joaquim Goes of Lamont Doherty 
Research Observatory on a project to reduce toxic algae in the pond in Morningside 
Park. Rebecca Naegele and the Design Center team have custom-fabricated mesh 
bags to facilitate the testing of remediation methods developed by Goes. 



SCOPE 1 
Direct greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions from 

sources that are 
controlled or owned by 

an organizatio, e.g., 
burning fuel for heating 

or cooling 

SCOPE 2 
Indirect GHG emissions 

associated with the 
purchase of electricity, 
steam, heat, or cooling 

— for example, 
electricity for lights and 

computers 

SCOPE 3 
Results of activities from 

assets not owned or 
controlled by the 

organization: travel, 
purchased goods, food, 

and waste 



Barnard Co l lege i s a l eader i n es tab l i sh ing c i r cu la r i t y s t ra teg ies t o 
reduce emiss ions , min im ize was te , and bu i l d commun i t y res i l i ence . 
The Ci rcu la r Campus approach a ims t o f undamen ta l l y sh i f t our 
campus consumpt ion f r om a l i nea r t o a c i r cu la r sys tem. 

I n a l i nea r sys tem, resources are ex t rac ted , used br ie f l y , and 
d isca rded . I n con t ras t , a c i r cu la r sys tem promotes sus ta inab i l i t y by 
repa i r i ng and reus ing produc ts and mate r ia l s . At t he end o f a 
produc t ' s l i f ecyc le , i t i s broken down i n to componen ts t ha t can be 
recyc led or repu rposed i n to new produc ts . 

Barnard i s f os te r i ng a ho l i s t i c approach t o sus ta inab i l i t y and 
c i r cu la r i t y t ha t can be app l i ed a t a l l l eve l s , f r om i nd i v idua l cho ices t o 
i ns t i t u t i ona l po l i c ies . 

Barnard h igh l i gh ts c i r cu la r i t y on campus wi th t he f o l l ow ing i n i t i a t i ves : 

The annua l Green Sa le and Give and Go Green Programs prov ide 
oppor tun i t i es f o r s tuden ts and s ta f f t o dona te , exchange , and 
purchase gen t l y used i t ems , ex tend ing t he l i f e cyc le o f produc ts and 
d ive r t i ng t hem f r om l and f i l l s . 

The upcoming Rheap ly Reboo t i n Summer 2024 wi l l f u r the r 
encourage t he campus commun i t y t o exchange and repu rpose i t ems 
f r om t he majo r Al t schu l bu i l d ing renova t ion t h rough a d ig i ta l 
p la t fo rm. 

These e f fo r t s , and t he many more examp les on t he f o l l ow ing pages , 
bo th demons t ra te Barnard ’ s commi tmen t t o c i r cu la r i t y and empower 
campus members t o con t r i bu te t o a more sus ta inab le f u tu re t h rough 
everyday ac t ions . 



CIRCULAR CAMPUS: 
FOOD AND DINING 

Barnard College and Chartwells (Barnard Dining), the College’s food service provider, 
have partnered to support sustainable food systems on campus and minimize the 

impacts of dining service operations. In Spring 2024, Barnard Dining introduced the 

Drip, Sip, Repeat program at Liz’s Cafe where students may bring their reusable mugs 

for drip coffee at a discounted price. 

Barnard Dining introduced an annual farmer's market event called Joyful where students 

purchased local produce for the equivalent of one meal swipe. This event provided an 

opportunity to teach students about healthy and sustainable local produce. Indoor 
hydroponic farming arrived in Hewitt Dining Hall in Fall 2023 with the introduction of the 

Farmshelf program. Fresh herbs and greens grown on-site are used in daily meals 

served on campus. 

100% 100% 90% 80% 
of milk and yogurt served 

is certified free of 
rBGH/rBST 

of turkey served is without 
the routine use of human 

antibiotics 

of coffee served is Fair 
Trade Certified 

of seafood served is from 
sustainable sources 

Food and Agriculture Focused Student Programs 

During the fall break of 2023, we held The Sustainable Farm and Wellness Retreat 
which took place at Closter Farm, NJ. Building on the success of the previous year's 

program, this retreat offered a comprehensive experience that blended educational 
activities, hands-on farming, and wellness practices. The program expanded this year to 

include more students and a cooking session using farm-fresh produce. 

During the spring, we organized a field trip to 

Stone Barns Center for Food and Agriculture 

in Tarrytown, NY. The field trip included a 

tour of the historic grounds, farming 

operations, and a farm to table lunch 

experience. 

Together, these programs highlighted the importance of connecting with the land, 
understanding the journey of food from farm to table, and integrating wellness into 
agricultural practices. 



CIRCULAR CAMPUS: 
WASTE 

Since 2019, we have increased our 
diversion rate from 14% in 2019 to 
24% in FY24. Waste sent to landfills 
has decreased from an average of 
43 tons per month in 2019 to 37 tons 
per month in 2024. 

We expanded our composting 
program. Coordinating with the 
offices of both Facilities and Events 
Management, composting 
receptacles were placed in event 
spaces and information sent to all 
event organizers to encourage 
composting at events and further 
reduce waste. 

Since an initial dining hall waste 
audit conducted in May 2022, 
Barnard Sustainability has led a 
concerted effort, in collaboration 
with Barnard Dining, to increase 
waste education, market waste 
reduction ideas strategically, 
redesign the waste area in Hewitt 
and fix the dishwashing system. This bar graph shows the total back of house and front of house 

lunch waste for each audit conducted in Hewitt dining hall. Landfill 
waste was significantly reduced and compost increased. 

Barnard Dining expanded composting efforts to 
include composting the coffee grinds at Liz’s Place. 
They continue to use their Waste Not 2.0 program to 
keep track of their back-of-house composting efforts, 
as shown in the photo. 

Student-run Food Recovery Network and the Office 
of Student Engagement partnered with Barnard 
Dining to donate leftovers from Big Sub, a beloved 
annual event serving over 700 feet of sandwiches to 
Barnard students, to the local community. 



CIRCULAR CAMPUS: REUSE AND 
SUSTAINABLE PURCHASING 

In FY23, Barnard College grew several initiatives aimed at promoting reuse and 
sustainable purchasing practices, recognizing that these activities comprise 30% of our 
scope 3 emissions. 

The fall Green Sale was the biggest yet, with 9,382 pounds of goods valued at 
$67,400 sold at a 76% discount. The Access Barnard pre-sale event further promoted 
affordability for our students. 

The college rolled out a Rheaply Reboot initiative in summer 2024, enhancing 
internal reuse of furniture assets through a dedicated platform. 

In 2023 we submitted our electronic purchasing data to the Global Electronics 
Council and qualified for the EPEAT Purchaser Award. 

24,807 pounds of student “waste” diverted from landfills 
at Give and Go Green in FY23. 9,382 pounds of goods 
returned for Green Sale in FY24 

1500 
STUDENTS SHOPPED THE GREEN SALE 

IN FALL 2023 



CIRCULAR CAMPUS: 
DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, AND DECONSTRUCTION 

As we prepare to close Altschul Hall, our priority is responsibly relocating all furniture 

and fixtures, collaborating closely with Rheaply and Capital Projects to find new campus 

homes for as much as possible. The facilities team will salvage fixtures to maximize 

resources. Any unrehomed items will be distributed through Rheaply to over 40 

neighboring organizations, promoting sustainability and community engagement. Nearly 

500 requests have been received, underscoring demand and ensuring continued use. 

After the building is empty, our focus shifts to ensuring the R&D Science Center's 

construction is low carbon. Emissions associated with construction, called embodied 

carbon emissions, are a significant consideration. Early studies suggest over 80% of 
Altschul Hall's structure can be reused, aiming for over 50% reduction in embodied 

carbon emissions. Salvaged materials from Altschul Hall will be integrated into the R&D 

Science Center's interior design, further enhancing sustainability efforts and minimizing 

our carbon footprint. 

50%
REDUCTION IN EMBODIED 

CARBON (FROM NEW 
CONSTRUCTION) 

80%
STRUCTURAL REUSE OF 

ALTSCHUL HALL 



CIRCULAR CAMPUS: 
GROUNDS 

Native Rain Garden Update 
Designed by Nora Gmelch ’23 and Silvia Giordano ’25 

Last year, Nora Gmelch ‘23 and Silvia Giordano ‘25 designed and installed a native 
rain garden near Futter Field. The area continues to thrive alongside the pollinator and 
native species planted across campus by Head Groundskeeper Keith Gabora. Barnard 
grounds has been actively expanding its growing spaces to support local ecosystems 

and promote biodiversity. 

2023 

Edible Planter 2024 
Update 

We introduced edible planters around 
campus in the summer of 2022 to increase 
greenery and provide students with access 
to healthy food. This year, we continue to 
maintain 11 planters located in the Quad 

and on the Diana Cafe outdoor patio. 
These planters are flourishing with a variety 

of cherry and grape tomatoes, peppers, 
strawberries and herbs. 



INCREASE
IN

ENGAGEMEN
T SINCE

2018

COMMUNITY & ENGAGEMENT 

In October 2023, STEAM in the City, Barnard 
Garden Club, and Sustainability organized a 
planting activity to engage public school 6th graders 
in a hands-on agricultural activity. The students 
participated in planting fall bulbs, seeding root 
vegetables, and touring our campus green spaces. 
The experiences aimed to create a deeper 
understanding of gardening and sustainability 
practices among the students. 

In April 2024, the Opportunity Programs Spring 
Retreat to Black Rock Forest brought together 29 
students and nine staff members from Sustainability 
and Access Barnard. The retreat featured activities 
such as creating a communal dinner, enjoying a 
campfire, participating in group reflections, hiking 
and wellness activities centered around cooking. 
Designed to foster community and connection, the 
trip offered OP students a unique opportunity to 
bond in a natural setting away from the busy city. 

Due to unrelated campus closures and changes to certain College-wide programming, like NSOP and 
Climate Week, we were not able to offer as many touch points as in the 2022-23 academic year, but the 
quality of our engagement remained high 

3285% 
INCREASE IN 

ENGAGEMENT 

SINCE 2018 
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SUSTAINABIL ITY LEADERSHIP 2023-24 

Sandra Goldmark 
Professor of Professional Practice 

& Director of Campus 
Sustainability and Climate Action, 

Barnard College 

Senior Assistant Dean for 
Interdisciplinary Engagement, 

Columbia Climate School 

Leslie Raucher 
Associate Director of Campus 

Sustainability and Climate Action 

Co chair, Barnard Staff Advisory 
Council 

Jazmine Garc ia 
Food Sus ta inab i l i t y 

Coord ina to r , Campus 
Sus ta inab i l i t y and Cl ima te 

Ac t ion 

CLIMATE ACTION COMMITTEE 

Deby Finkelstein, Director of Auxiliary Services 

Daniella Donzelli Scorza 23, Student Government Representative for Sustainable Initiatives 

Delaney Michaelson 24, Student Government Representative for Sustainable Initiatives 

Jazmine Garcia, Sustainability Coordinator, Campus Sustainability and Climate Action 

Julian Jones*, Project Manager, Capital Projects 

Katelyn Dutton 14, Director of Family Engagement & Special Assistant to the President 
Kathryn Gerlach, Director of Media Relations 

Leslie Raucher, Associate Director, Campus Sustainability and Climate Action 

Lino Machado, Director of Custodial Services 

María S. Rivera Maulucci*, Professor of Education 

Mary Joan Murphy, Executive Director of Student Health and Wellness Programs 

Mary Rocco, Director, Engaged Scholarship and Community Engagement 
Ralph Ghoche, Assistant Professor of Architecture 

Sandra Goldmark, Chair, Professor of Professional Practice in Theatre, Director of Campus 

Sustainability and Climate Action 

Terryanne Maenza Gmelch*, Senior Lecturer in Environmental Science 

William Sharpe, Professor of English *Susta inab i l i ty Taskforce Member 

2023 SUSTAINABIL ITY TASKFORCE 

Angie Tse , Direc tor of Labora tory Bui ld ing Operat ions 
Danie l Davis , Execut ive Direc tor of Fac i l i t i es Operat ions 
David Mal ter re , IT PMO Direc tor at BCIT 
Dawn Wil l iams, Senior Assoc ia te Direc tor at Deve lopment and Alumnae Rela t ions 
Kadambar i Baxi , Pro fesso r o f Pro fess iona l Prac t i ce i n Arch i tec tu re 
Paige West , Pro fesso r o f Anth ropo logy , Di rec to r o f t he Transd isc ip l i na ry Research Lab , 
CU Cl ima te Schoo l 
Pat r ick Di l lon , Junior Human Resources Par tner 
Preet ica Pooni , Wri ter and Edi tor fo r Barnard Communicat ions 
Sarah Gi l lman, Senior Vice Pres ident fo r Stra teg ic Finance and Operat ions and 
Treasurer 




