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https://barnard.edu/sustainability-climate-action

REFLECTION & RENEWAL

Early summer is a season of change and renewal and a time
to take stock of Barnard’s progress in making our campus
more sustainable as well as furthering the global movement
for equitable climate action. Below are just a few of the
many ways students, faculty, and staff contributed in 2022-
23.

Faculty participants from nine departments joined a retreat
and workshop series to develop interdisciplinary co-taught
climate courses and modules, building on the multiyear
efforts of the CEP and faculty partners.

Barnard’s emerging pathway to net-zero emissions was met
with great enthusiasm at the full meeting of the Board of
Trustees this March. One major step in our journey is the
upcoming renovation of the R&D Science Center (the former
Altschul Hall), which will leverage three main sustainability
strategies: electrification, adaptive reuse, and biophilic
design and healthy material choices.

Barnard continues to be a leader in tackling Scope 3
emissions through our Circular Campus framework. Our
Rheaply reuse platform is free and available for all students,
faculty, and staff and is currently used by 1,300+ members
of our community. This year, Barnard added compost
collection points in outdoor locations and in Hewitt Dining
Hall, where student teams conducted regular waste audits
and educational campaigns. Our 11 edible planters on
campus will soon bloom with delicious herbs.

While there is still much to be done, each of these steps
represents progress on Barnard’s commitment — and
responsibility — to meet the challenges of the climate crisis
and equip our graduates to do the same.


https://app.rheaply.com/
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ACADEMICS

Expanding and enriching our climate-related academic offerings is a
cornerstone of Barnard’s sustainability strategy. Our vision, as articulated
in the 2019 Climate Action Vision, is that:

1. All students graduating from Barnard engage with climate and
sustainability from multiple perspectives in coursework and research
across the curriculum.

2. Barnard’s interdisciplinary approach to climate and sustainability
supports innovative research, fosters civic engagement, and builds
practical solutions.

To make this vision a reality, we are building on the longtime leadership of
the Environmental Sciences Department and creating more pathways for
students into climate topics, such as the recently established Political
Ecology track in Anthropology and a new minor in Environmental
Humanities, launched by the Consortium for Critical Interdisciplinary
Studies (CCIS). These initiatives, and the other eight tracks, majors, and
concentrations, answer student and faculty calls for more opportunities to
engage with climate issues from multiple perspectives.

Barnard’s efforts, since 2017, to count sustainability-related courses have
helped fuel an ongoing project, in collaboration with the Columbia
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SHGDJRJ\ Z RINVKRS 7KLV VHUHV | RFXVHG RQ FR WHDFKLQJ Z LVK DQ

HP SKDVLV RQ SRWAQWDO! LMW\ HDU VHP LQDW EXWZ DV RSHQ | RU | DFXQW
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SXUFKDVMQJ JXLGHIOHV DQG SXUFKDVQJ RI I VHW Z LGOODARZ VKH GRZ QZ DUG
WHQG LQ HP DWMRQVI LRP BIYHY VIR FROUQXH DWD P HDQLQJ | XOBIYHO
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$ V%DUODUG Z RUNV VR UHGXFH RXUUH@DQFH RQ | RWMLO XHV LQ RXURZ Q
EXLQELQIV Z HKDYH DQLP SRUDQURSSRUAXQW VR DQJ Q FDSLVBOSMQQLQJ

Z VK GHFDUERQL DVIRQ WUDVAI LHV $ V GHI HULHG P DLOWAQDQFH DQG UHQHZ DO
SURWFW FRP H RQDQH Z H FDQ HBIFUL\ RXUKHDVIK DQG FRRQQJ DQG
UHGXFH HP LWAMRQV GLDP DVIFD@®

7KLVWSHRI SLRMPWORWRQ® RSHQV XS | XQGLQI RSSRUMKQIHV | RUVKH
&RAIH IMFDQ DAR VHUYH DV D P RGHO RUGHFDLERQL DMRQRI H LMY
EXLAQELQIV e D FUMFDOFKD@HQI H | RUD@XUEDQ FDP SXVHV

7 KH | LUMMWKS LQ VKLY SURFHW LV VKH LHORYDMRQRI VMH5 ' 6FLHQFH
& HQWAU 6LOFH VIKH EXLAELQ] FXUHQV® VHUYHV D WL QU LFDQWWVHI P HOWRI VKH
QRUK HQG RI VKH FDP SXV Z LViK D QDVIXUDQJ DV ERLAHU VKLY DEDHBIFVULF
UHORYDVIRQ Z LALHGXFH FDP SXV Z LGHBFRSH  HP MMRQVE\ DVP XFK DV

6 XEVHT XHOWSLRMHFW KDYH EHHQ LGHQW LHG Z LVIK D SLRSRVHG VLI HW
Rl QHW] HLR E\
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$VZ VK D@L HZ <RW FDP SXVHV DQG EXLABEQIV DQ HBFWL LFDVIRQ WUDWAI\
UHOHV RQVKH 8J LHHQLQIE Rl VIKH 1 HZ < RUN UHJLRQ DQG JUG %DUQDUG P XVW

FROVOQXH VR LGHQM\ RSSRUMXQIMHV | RUUHQHZ DE® HOHUI\  SURFXUHP HQADV
WH FRP HRQ@OH

2 XUSLRIUHW VR GDVIA LQ D @P LWWG P DUNHWLY HQFRXUDILQJ 6LQFH ZH

KDYH XVHG Z LOG UHQHZ DE®I HOHUI\ FUHGIW RU5 ( &V VR RI I VHMRXU

SXUFKDVHG HBIPWLFLW |, Q Z HZ HUH DZ DUGHG D FRQWDFWZ VK

5 HFKDUH 1 < | RUGRFDOUHQHZ DE®1 K\ GLRSRZ HU Z KLFK QRZ DFFRXQW/RU
Rl RXUSWRFXUHP HQW&e DQG VDYHG VIKH & RGBITH SHU\ HDU

VIKLRXJIK

1 H WISV LQ VKLV VSDFH DVIRUD@L HZ <RUN HQHUW\ FXWRP HWV DLH
XQFHUMLY 96X\W/DUQDUG FDQ DQG Z LAFROVXH VR 1 LOG RSSRUMKQMHV | RU
UHQHZ DEG®! HQHU\  SLRFXUHP HQWLQ FRADERUMRQ Z VK RXUGRFDO
QHLIKERWY Z KL®I DR SXWXLQJ DQ\ | HDVE® RQ VI J HOHLDRQ
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%DUQDUGA BIDGHUKLS LQ P HDVXUQJ LOGLLHFWFRQVXP SVIRQ EDVHG HP MMRQV
6FRSH  GHP DQGVDQHTXD@ LOQRYDVAYH VWUDVWAJ\ VR DGGUHW VIKHP  %DUDUG LV
GIYHLDILQ FLLFX@UHFRQRP \ SUQFLS®V VR EXLAE D & LLFX@U& DP SXV

&LUFX@U& DP SXV LV D KROWIE A WIHP V EDVHG | LDP HZ RUN GHWLI QHG VR UHGXFH
HP LWIRQV Z DWW DQG FRWV WDQM RLP FRQUXP SVIRQ SDWIALV RQ FDP SXV
LOFUHDVH DFFHW DQG DI | RUGDELAOW | RUMKXGHQW DQG VXSSRUMKH WDQUMRQ VR D
VW VXWIDLQDE BT HFRQRP \

7KH 1 WDP HZ RUN HOFRP SDWHVILYH NH\ DUHDV GHVLJQ FROWUXPRQ DQG

GHFROWUXPVIRQ JUHHQ VSDFHV UHXVH DQG VXWILQDE®! SXUFKDVIQJ Z DWH DQG
| RRG DQG GLQLQJ

&ULFXOUW LV QRVKLQI QHZ e V&V DQ LOWKMYH DOFLHQWMDWAI\  SLDFVIFHG E\
FRP P XQMHV DLRXQGVKH Z RUG & LLFX@UW LV DAR QDVIKUHE/ GHI DXQVLQ Z KLFK

ZDWH I LRP ROHW WHP VD@ D\ VI XHO RUDQRVKHU 2 XUNRE LV VIR VHH LWQDP H LW
DQG P DNH WMWIKH GHI DXQV
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TKHG-MJIQIRUWHS ' 6FLHOQFH & HOWUI R@RZ VVIKUHH P DLQ VXWIDLQDELW
WUDVWAJ LIHV HBFWL LFDVIRQ DGDSVIYH UHXWH DQG ELRSKLODF GHVLIQ

7 KH GHFLMRQ VR LHQRYDV DQG LHSDLU$ QVFKXO+ DALQWHDG RI GHP ROVKLQJ LW

D@J QV Z VK %DUQDUGR/ & LLFX@U& DP SXVVWUDWAI\ 98 LHSXUSRVLQJ VIKH H LK
WUXPXUH VIKH & RGP H P LQLP 1] HV VIKH DP RXQURI FROQWUXPVIRQ Z DI DQG UHGXFHV
VIKH FDLERQ | RRVBUQWE\ DAGIDWY & DUHI XOFKRLFHV I RUQHZ P DVIAUDY DQG
ELRSKLOF GHMJQ LOFOXGLQJ D JUHHQ Z DALQ VIKH J LRXQG | (RRUDWIXP  Z LAVXSSRUN
KHDOK DQG Z HIDEHLQI $ QG MWEXWFHU/DLO® QRWBHIDMVHBIFWL LFDRQ Rl KHDVIKY
DQG FRRQQJ Z LAUHGXFH 6FRSH  HP LMMRQVE) FDP SXV Z LGH

7KHUWHORYDWGS ' 6& Z LAUAMIDLQ Rl ViKH WUXRAXLDOP DVIAULDCRI VIKH RULI LQDO
EXL@BQI $ 1<6$5 JWDQW RUVKH VXP P HURI Z I@KHG P O P U HUAXWH
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, QVALQDOUHXVH LV D FRUQHUWRQH Rl %DUQDUGAY & LLFX@U& DP SXV 1 LDP HZ RN
QXP HURXV LQVIDVIYHV RQ FDP SXV DLH GHVLI QHG VR LHGXFH Z DWH DQG
FRQVXP SVIRQ EDVHG HP DMMRQV Z KL VXSSRUMY DI | RUSDELAW DQG DFFHW

*LYH *R* UHHQ LV DQ DQQXDOSLRILDP RQ FDP SXV 1 RUVKH FRGHFIRQRI
GRODVIRQVRI JHQV® XVHG VAP V1 LRP \WXGHQW DWKH HQG RI VIKH\ HDU 7 KHVH
VAP \ DUH FIDOHG DQG VRGS VR | LM HDUDQG WDV HUMMXGHQW LQ VIKH | DAGXULQJ
VIKH* UHHQ 6D®! , ViAP \ VIKDADUH QRWNHSWWDUH GRQDVIAG VIR RXUSDUQHWY LOFOXGLQ]

HDLDE® & RAHPIRQV & RAMIH YR[ HV 5 HQHZ DE®I5 HA FQQJ Y%4HWIHU:  RUTS
YRRNV DQG* RRGZ LAD$ FFHW ¥DUQDUG SXUFKDVHG ~ GRWP HWHQUDCEDIVVR
GIWLEXVH LQ) DA ILRP * WDG%DJ DQ RUI DQL] DVIRQ VKDWIDQM RUP V @ KV®
XVHG GRLP  LRRP  HWHQUDY | RUUHGMALEXVIRQ VR LOFRP LQJ WXGHQW LQ QHHG
7KIV\HDU * LYH * R* UHHQ UHFDIP HG @&V R GRLP HAWHOUDY P LQL
IUGIHV FRVKLQ) W VERRNV DQG P XFK P RUH

5KHDS® RXULQMAUQDOHXVH SMWRLP LV UHH | RUDGWXGHOW WD | DQG | DFXQV
VR H FKDQUH UHQWDQG VH@I HQV® XVHG VWP V

,Q FRODERUMRQ Z VK 6* $&/( DUK
' D\ ) HWYDO %DUQDUG

6 XWIDLODELOW KHGIS VIKH DQOXDO

5 H 9%HDU& GRVIKLQJ YRXWUTXH Z LVK
FRWLQI VRXUFHG VHFRQGKDQG

ILRP WXGHQW VIKH HYHQADAOR
LOFXGHG D Z DWW VRUALY JDP H

) LOD@ NLVFKHQ NIWSDUN SDFN

UHQVIDY SLRYLGH WXGHQW Z LV
DFFHW VR DI | RUGDE® NLVFKHQ

HWHMDY Z KL UHGXHLQJ VKH
DP RXQWRI Z DWW GVSRVHG RI E\

WX GHQW DWWKH Rl VIKH\ HDU
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%DUQDUG | LUWMALOWRGXFHG | RRG VFLDS FREGBIFVRQ LQ 7KHSWRIWDP Z DV

VHYHUHO DI I HAWG E\ VIKH SDQGHP LF DQG E\ VKH WDQMMRQ VR D QHZ. GLQLQ]
SWRYLGHU 1 ROHVKHBW UHSUHVHQUWAG D VWURQJ WHS | RWZ DUG

&RP SRWAELQV Z HUH DGGHG LQ RXVBRRUGRFDVIRQV DQG VLI QVZ HUH UH LHVKHG
6VXGHOWWDP VFRQGXPAG ~ KRXU/RI Z DWH VRUALQU HGXFDVRQ LQ RXUGLQLQJ
KD@Y DQG DURXQG FDP SXVVR KH® RXUFRP P XQW GDUQKRZ Z KDWDQGZ K\ VR
FRP SRWADQG UHF\ FOH SLRSHUD

DWH DXGLW Z HUH FROGXPWAG VIZ LFH D VHP HMULQ HDFK GLOLQI KDEDWRUAKQJ LQ
0 D Z IV DVRVIDORI | LYH Z DWIH DXGIW I LRP 6SUQ] VR 7KH

Z DWIH DXGIWGDVID EHRZ GHP RQWUDWAV VIKDWFRP SRWFR@HFPVIRQ DQG HGXFDVRQ
FDP SDLJQV Z HUH WLJ QU LFDQWKRZ HYHU VKH P RWALP SRUMQAZ DWHA LHGXFVIRQ

| DFVRUZ DV VIKH VZ LYK EDFN VR UHXVDE® GLVKHV DQG XV LOWHDG RI VIKH
GLVSRVDE®N VKDWKDG EHHQ LQ S@FH VLOFH VIKH SDQGHP LF 7 KLV SLRYLGHV DQ

LP SRUMQWFXH | RURXUWUDVIAT LHV | RURVKHUGLQLQ] GRFDVRQV

2 YHUD@® VRVIDOZ DWH GLVSRVHG QG LABIG DQG GLYHUMG  Z DV FROVMWHQAZ LYK

)< VRQQDIH KRZ HYHU VRVID(Z DWIH VHQUWVR QG LALQFUHDVHG E\ Z KL
VRVIDOZ DVWH GLYHUMG GHFUHDVHG E\ 7 KH DYHUDI H UHR FQQJ LDV GHFQQHG
| LRP Q)< W 1Q) <

July 2022 - May 2023

Residual or Trash Tonnage
(landfilled)

Cardboard and Paper
Recycling (diverted)

PlasticRecycling (diverted)

@ Metal and Aluminum
Recycling (diverted)

B Glass Recycling (diverted)

[ Organic Compost Recycling
(diverted)
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%DUQDUG LV FRADERWUDVIKY Z VK & KDU/Z HAY VR GHI LOH FGIDUREMIFVIYHV | RU
VXSSRUAQU VXWIDLQDE®! | RRG A WP VRQ FDP SXVDQG P LQLP 1] LQJ VKH LP SDFW/
Rl RXUGLQLQJ VHUYLFH RSHUMRQV . H DUHDVRI | RFXV LOFOXGH VXWILQDE® | RRG
VRXUFLQJ | RRG VHUYLFH DQG | RRG Z DWH

3 LRI UHW VKLY \ HDULQFOXGHG UHVUQLQD VR UHXVDE® VHUYLFH Z DUH 1Q + HZ LWV
SRWVSDQGHP LF LOWRGXFLQJ & LRQARI KRXVHE FRP SRWIKY LQ + HZ WW\WDFNLQJ
Z DWW GDVD DQG HQFRXUDILQJ P RUH GRFDCDQG VXWILODE® | RRGV

0 RYLQJ IRWZ DUG RQHNH\ JRDOLVVR

HOP LODVIA GLVSRVDE®! VLQI B XVH SOWIEV
DFLRW FDP SXV1Q RXUGLQIQ] GRFDARQV 2 QH
RI VIKH LOMDVIYHV VIR UHDFK VKDWI RDOLV VR
LOWIAXVIA D UHXVDE® FRQDLOHUSLRILWDP VR
UHS@FH VIKH GLVSRVDE@ FRQVIDLOHUY
DYDLME® DAWKH GLOLQI RFDMRQV RQ

FDP SXV

& KDU/Z HA@Y KDV VXSSRUMG VXWIDLQDE®!

| RRGV RQ FDP SXV DQG SLRYLGHV GD/D RQ
VRP HVRXUFLQJ SRQFLHV DV\KRZ Q EH®RZ

$ QLP SRUMQAQH WAMS Z LaEH VR SDUADHU
RQ HWDEQWKLQ) FBIDU VKDUHG VIDLI HW VIKDW
DOR HOFRP SDW | RRG VHUYLFH DQG | RRG

Z DWH

(&2 )$,5 75%" ( 6($)22' )520 &(57,).("
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$ YDUDLGEXWILCCELON & TP DM
$ PARQ* WDQAZ DVIZ DUEHGVR \WH
&DIMHADG DUEHQVIRRIVRS
JDLEHQWRH SDQGJIWRZ Q) \SDFH
DQGLP SLIRYHJIDUEHQEHGY

1RD* PHBKe DQG6LOID

* IREDQRE  GHMJIQHGDQG

SOQMGVE R SIRWHPARQVR

CDAYHIDLGHOQHDU) XWMU
) HG

. HSOQMGP RIHCDAYHVIQ

0 RUJQIMGH3DN UP RYHG

LOYDAYH\SHAHY DQGWRUMG
DQHIEGIIDLEHD

. HIOMXBG — HAEGISOOMY
DURXQGFLP SXV
$ FRP SRWYXP E®IZ DVEXIOE\
* DLEHQ&OE WYXGHONVRQWH
$ QWKXG- DOSDAR



(19,5210 (17$/ -867,&( $1°
&20081,7<5(6,/,(1&(

YDURDUG/ VXWIDLOQDELOW \WUDVIAT LHV DLH EDVHG RQ VIKH NQRZ B1GI H VIKDWFQ@P DVA
VROMRQV P XW\EH EXLOVZ VKK DQG P XVWAEHQHI WWFRP P XQMIHV P RWMP SDFVAG E\
F@P DV FKDQIH ) RUXV FLLFEXMUW LVDVP XFK DERXVWEXL@HQI FRP P XQW
FRQOHFVIRQV DQG U-MOHQFH KHLH LQ 1 HZ < RUN DV ML DERXWUHGXFLQJ Z DWW DQG

HP DWMRQV 2 XUFRP P VP HQMWR HQYLLRQP HQVIDOMMAFH DQG FRP P XQW UHMLAHQFH
P DQUHWIQP DQ ZD\V

,Q %DUQDUG SDUQHUHG Z VK VKH 2 11 LFHRI 0 DQKDWIDQ %RURXJIK 3 UHMLGHQW
0 DN/ HYLOHVRKRQRU ~ SOXV@RFDOL HZ <RWN &8 LLFX@UW & KDP SLRQWE
VFKRROWDFKHU/ DUAMA FRP P XQW DFVYLMW DQG RVHUGBIDGHUY Z KR DLH
EXLAOEQI D FLLFX@U UHMOHQWDQG HTXWVDE® 1 HZ <RWN

: HDUHP DNLQJ RXUS5 KHDSO UHXWVH
SOWRLP DYDIDE® | RUIUHH VIR QRFDO

FRP P XQW RUIDQL] DARQV LOFXGLQJ

, QWALQDRQDO+ RXVH 5 LYHUAGH
&KXUFK VIKH , QUALFKXUFK & HQWWAU

8 QLRQ 7 KHR®RJI LFDO 7 HDFKHW/
&RMUH 0 RILQIMGH $ UHD $ @DQFH
DQG 6W- RKQVKH' LYLOH

$ QG Z H DUH WDFKLQUJ DERXWWKH
LOMUMHPIRQVRI WDFH JHQGHU DQG
FQP DV LQ P XOUS® GVFLSQOHV
LOFOXGLQJ VIKH ( QYLLRQP HQVIZO

+ XP DQVIHVP LQRULQ &&,6 \VIKH

3 RAVMFDO{ FR&RJ\ WWDFN LQ

$ QIKLRSR®RI\  ( QYLLRQP HQVIDO
6FLHQFH DQG $ UM LWRU
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2 YHUMHSDWY HDU RXURLUI DQ} DARQ

KDVH SHIHQPHGH SROHOADOIURZ WK
LOFRP P XQW HQIDIHP HQM RWMUQY
P HDQQI I XAHRQHRARQVDQG

H SDQEQ) RXUUHDFK VR YDURXY
WEN-KRTHY ,Q Z HDRKIHYHGD
WIJJHUQ) VRECR
LOMIDPARQYZ I \XGHOW | DEXEOV
Wil DOP V DQGH WWLLDOFRP P XQW
P HP EHW &R FUHDWQ] HYHOWZ W
GHSDUR HQVZ HKDYHQRWZ RINHG

Z MK EHRIH EHQ) DIRMWG

P DQEDRY 1 62 3 VHWWRQWP H
WDRNQ * UHHQBDBIVKRSSHWY DQG
WHDGAWRQR! -0 P ICH

* DUFAD 6XWELQDELON & RRUG.QDRU VR WHWEP DUHVKH @I HAGLLYHWY , WY QRWZ RUK
VR P HOARQWDWKLYQXP EHUP DUNVDVXEWEBQADCSLRIUIHWMRQILRP WH  VRXFK SRIQV
HRGGIO H HP S@\ LQJ WHUHP DINDE®!JURZ WK Z HKDYHDFKIHYHG 0 RUHRYHU
JURZ WODMARY. FROAQXHGHYHQILRP WH SUHYIRXVA HDU Z IWK WHQXP EHUR HYHQOW
KRWWGIQRUHDMQI ILRP 1Q VRDQIPSLWMYH 1O
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