
Barnard College Alumnae 
Members, National Academy of Sciences 
 
Jacqueline Kapelman Barton ’74 
Pioneer in the study of DNA structure; recipient, MacArthur Genius Fellowship; first woman to chair the 
Division of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, California Institute of Technology; recipient of the 
National Medal of Science 
  
Joan S. Birman ’48  
American mathematician specializing in low-dimensional topology; made contributions to the study of 
knots, 3-manifolds, mapping class groups of surfaces, geometric group theory, contact structures, and 
dynamical systems; research professor emerita at Barnard 
 
Carol Dweck ’67  
Groundbreaking psychologist behind mindset theory; Lewis and Virginia Eaton Professor of Psychology 
at Stanford University 
 
Karen Goldberg ’83  
American chemist, currently the Vagelos Professor of Energy Research at University of Pennsylvania; 
most known for her work in inorganic and organometallic chemistry; Barnard trustee 
 
Evelyn Hu ’69  
Gordon McKay Professor of Applied Physics and Electrical Engineering at Harvard University and 
reviewing editor at the journal Science; recipient of the 2019 IEEE Andrew Grove Technical Field Award 
 
Eva J. Neer ’52 +  
Revolutionized the study of cell biology; second woman to hold title of professor of medicine and 
biochemistry at Harvard; recipient of the Basic Research Prize from the American Heart Association in 
1996 and the Excellence in Science Award from the Federation of American Societies for Experimental 
Biology 
 
Elissa L. Newport ’69  
Professor of neurology and director of the Center for Brain Plasticity and Recovery at Georgetown 
University; specializes in language acquisition and developmental psycholinguistics 
  
Helen Ranney ’44 + 
Physician-scientist who pioneered research in hemoglobin genetics; first female chair of an American 
department of medicine, at the University of California at San Diego; first female president of the 
Association of American Physicians and American Society of Hematology 
 
Ora Mendelsohn Rosen ’56 +  
Cell biology researcher specializing in the study of insulin’s influence on cell growth 
 
Myriam Sarachik ’54 +  

Belgian-born American experimental physicist; distinguished professor of physics at the City College of 
New York; recipient of the 2020 American Physical Society Medal for Exceptional Achievement in 
Research for her “contributions to the physics of electronic transport in solids and molecular magnetism” 

+ deceased 
 
 
 
 



Barnard College Alumnae 
Members, American Academy of Arts & Sciences 
 
Stephanie J. Barron ’72  
Senior curator and department head of modern art at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA), 
where she has been responsible for more than 100 exhibitions 
 
Jacqueline Kapelman Barton ’74   
Pioneer in the study of DNA structure; recipient, MacArthur Genius Fellowship; first woman to chair the 
Division of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering at the California Institute of Technology 
 
Helen M. Berman ’64 
Board of Governors Professor of Chemistry and Chemical Biology at Rutgers University; founder and 
director of the Nucleic Acid Database; former director of the RCSB Protein Data Bank 
 
Joan S. Birman ’48 
American mathematician specializing in low-dimensional topology; made important contributions to the 
study of knots, 3-manifolds, mapping class groups of surfaces, geometric group theory, contact 
structures, and dynamical systems; currently research professor emerita at Barnard 
 
Carol Dweck ’67    
Groundbreaking psychologist behind mindset theory; Lewis and Virginia Eaton Professor of Psychology 
at Stanford University 
 
Nancy Farriss ’59  
Historian; professor emerita at the University of Pennsylvania; specializes in the colonial history of 
Mexico; founded the Latin American Cultures Program at Penn in 1986 
 
Katherine E. Fleming ’87  
Deputy provost and vice chancellor, New York University, as well as Alexander S. Onassis Professor of 
Hellenic Culture and Civilization in the Department of History at NYU; permanent professeur associé in 
the Department of History at the École Normale Supérieure, Paris 
 
Ellen Futter ’71  
President of the American Museum of Natural History; president of Barnard College 1981-1993; youngest 
person ever to assume the presidency of a major American college 
 
Susan Gal ’70  
Mae & Sidney G. Metzl Distinguished Service Professor of Anthropology, Linguistics, and Social Sciences 
at University of Chicago; director, Center for Eastern European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies 
  
Lynn Garafola ’68  
Professor of dance at Barnard; dance historian, critic, and the author of Diaghilev’s Ballets 
Russes and Legacies of Twentieth-Century Dance 
 
Helene Gayle ’76 
American doctor; CEO of the Chicago Community Trust, one of the nation’s leading community 
foundations 
 
Nancy Gertner ’67 
Former United States District Judge of the United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts; 
professor of practice at Harvard Law School 
 
Karen Goldberg ’83 
American chemist, currently the Vagelos Professor of Energy Research at University of Pennsylvania; 
most known for her work in inorganic and organometallic chemistry; Barnard trustee 



 
Susan R. Goldman ’70  
Distinguished professor of psychology and education in the University of Illinois at Chicago’s College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences; founding co-director of UIC’s Learning Sciences Research Institute 
 
Rebecca Goldstein ’72  
Author; former Barnard professor who taught courses in philosophy of science, philosophy of mind, 
philosophy of psychology, the rationalists, the empiricists, and the ancient Greeks; recipient of a 
MacArthur Genius Fellowship and the National Humanities Medal 
 
Ursula Goodenough ’64 
Professor emerita of biology, Washington University in St. Louis, where she engaged in research on 
eukaryotic algae 
 
Maria Hinojosa ’84  
Mexican American journalist; anchor and executive producer of Latino USA on National Public Radio; 
founder, president, and CEO of Futuro Media Group 
 
Evelyn Hu ’69 
Gordon McKay Professor of Applied Physics and Electrical Engineering at Harvard University; reviewing 
editor at the journal Science; recipient of the 2019 IEEE Andrew Grove Technical Field Award 
 
Frances Kamm ’69  
American philosopher specializing in normative and applied ethics; currently the Henry Rutgers University 
Professor of Philosophy and Distinguished Professor of Philosophy at Rutgers University; the Littauer 
Professor of Philosophy and Public Policy Emerita at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government; professor emerita, Department of Philosophy at New York University 
 
Helene Kaplan ’53 
Of counsel to the firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP; served in the not-for-profit sector as 
counsel or trustee of many scientific, arts, charitable, and educational institutions and foundations 
 
Darcy B. Kelley ’80 
American neurobiologist; Weintraub and HHMI Professor in the Department of Biological Sciences at 
Columbia University 
 
Linda K. Kerber ’60 
May Brodbeck Professor in Liberal Arts & Sciences at the University of Iowa; teaches courses in gender 
and legal history 
 
Helen Longino ’66  
Clarence Irving Lewis Professor of Philosophy, Emerita at Stanford University; argued for the significance 
of values and social interactions to scientific inquiry; written about the role of women in science; central 
figure in feminist epistemology and social epistemology 
 
Susan Lowey ’50 
American biophysicist researching the structure and function of contractile proteins; professor, 
Department of Molecular Physiology & Biophysics at the University of Vermont 
 
Elizabeth McNally ’83 
Elizabeth J. Ward Professor of Genetic Medicine at Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 
in Chicago; uses genetics to define pathways that mediate heart and muscle degeneration leading to 
cardiomyopathy, heart failure, and skeletal myopathies 
 



Elissa L. Newport ’69 
Professor of neurology and director of the Center for Brain Plasticity and Recovery at Georgetown 
University; specializes in language acquisition and developmental psycholinguistics 
 
Sigrid Nunez ’72  
Author of eight novels, including A Feather on the Breath of God, The Last of Her Kind, Salvation City, 
The Friend (New York Times bestseller; 2018 National Book Award winner), and, most recently, What Are 
You Going Through 
 
Jessie Ann Owens ’71  
Distinguished Professor, Renaissance Music, History of Theory, Early Modern Studies, Emerita, 
University of California, Davis 
 
Marjorie G. Perloff, Ph.D. ’53  
Sadie Dernham Patek Professor of Humanities, Emerita, Stanford University; teaches courses and writes 
on 20th- and 21st-century poetry and poetics, both Anglo-American and from a Comparatist perspective, 
as well as on intermedia and the visual arts 
 
Anna Quindlen ’74, TE 
American columnist and novelist; third woman to win a Pulitzer Prize for commentary (1992) 
 
Joan V. Ruderman ’69 
American molecular and cell biologist; professor emerita, Harvard University; visiting senior biologist at 
Princeton University 
 
Kim Lane Scheppele ’75  
Laurance S. Rockefeller Professor of Sociology and International Affairs in the Princeton School of Public 
and International Affairs and the University Center for Human Values at Princeton University; her work 
focuses on the intersection of constitutional and international law, particularly in systems under stress 
 
Susan Stamberg ’59  
Nationally renowned broadcast journalist and special correspondent for NPR; first woman to anchor a 
national nightly news program; winner of every major award in broadcasting 
 
Twyla Tharp ’63  
Award-winning choreographer; recipient, MacArthur Genius Fellowship 
 
Judith Weisenfeld ’86 
Agate Brown and George L. Collord Professor of Religion at Princeton University; African American 
religion scholar 
 
Irene J. Winter ’60  
Professor emerita, retired William Dorr Boardman Professor of Fine Arts, Harvard University; art historian, 
working primarily on archaeological materials of the ancient Near East 
 
+ deceased 

 


